
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL CONSTITUTION 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1.   PART 1 - SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION (Pages 5 - 8) 
 

2.   PART 2 - ARTICLES OF THE CONSTITUTION  
 

(a)    Article 1 - General and Purpose of the Constitution (Pages 9 - 10) 
 

(b)    Article 2 - Councillors (Pages 11 - 30) 
 

(c)    Article 3 - Citizens and the Council (Pages 31 - 32) 
 

(d)    Article 4 - Full Council (Pages 33 - 36) 
 

(e)    Article 5 - Chairing the Council (Pages 37 - 38) 
 

(f)    Article 6 - Overview and Scrutiny Arrangements (Pages 39 - 40) 
 

(g)    Article 7 - The Cabinet (Pages 41 - 42) 
 

(h)    Article 8 - Non Executive Committees (Pages 43 - 44) 
 

(i)    Article 9 - The Standards Committee (Pages 45 - 58) 
 

(j)    Article 10 - Area Committees and Forums (Pages 59 - 60) 
 

(k)    Article 11 - Joint Arrangements (Pages 61 - 62) 
 

(l)    Article 12 - Officers (Pages 63 - 70) 
 

(m)    Article 13 - Decision Making (Pages 71 - 74) 
 

(n)    Article 14 - Finance, Contracts and Legal Matters (Pages 75 - 76) 
 

(o)    Article 15 - Monitoring and Review of the Constitution (Pages 77 - 78) 
 

(p)    Article 16 - Suspension, Interpretation and Publication of the Constitution 

(Pages 79 - 80) 
 

3.   PART 3 - RESPONSIBILITY FOR FUNCTIONS  
 

(a)    Responsibility for Non-Executive Functions (Pages 81 - 92) 
 

(b)    Responsibility for Executive Functions (Pages 93 - 120) 
 

(c)    Responsibility for Local Choice Functions (Pages 121 - 122) 
 



(d)    Senior Leadership Team (Pages 123 - 126) 
 

(e)    General Powers Applicable to all Directors (Pages 127 - 130) 
 

(f)    Chief Executive (Pages 131 - 132) 
 

(g)    Executive Directors - Officer Delegations (Pages 133 - 180) 
 

(h)    Proper Officers (Pages 181 - 186) 
 

4.   PART 4 - RULES OF PROCEDURE  
 

(a)    Council Procedure Rules (Pages 187 - 204) 
 

(b)    Rules of General Application to all Committees and Petitions (Pages 205 - 
216) 
 

(c)    Access to Information Procedure Rules (Pages 217 - 222) 
 

(d)    Budget and Policy Framework Procedure Rules (Pages 223 - 228) 
 

(e)    Cabinet Procedure Rules (Pages 229 - 234) 
 

(f)    Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules (Pages 235 - 244) 
 

(g)    Procedure for Planning Meetings (Pages 245 - 250) 
 

(h)    Financial Procedure Rules (Pages 251 - 272) 
 

(i)    Contract Procedure Rules (Pages 273 - 290) 
 

(j)    Officer Employment Procedure Rules (Pages 291 - 294) 
 

5.   PART 5 - CODES AND PROTOCOLS  
 

(a)    Code of Conduct for Members (Pages 295 - 320) 
 

(b)    Register of Members' Interests (Pages 321 - 324) 
 

(c)    Officers' Code of Conduct (Pages 325 - 336) 
 

(d)    Protocol on Member/Officer Relations (Pages 337 - 346) 
 

(e)    Openess of Local Government Bodies Regulations (Pages 347 - 350) 
 



6.   PART 6 - MEMBERS' ALLOWANCES  
 

(a)    Members Allowances Scheme (Pages 351 - 366) 
 

 
 
If you require any further information about the Constitution please contact 
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